
Key points at a glance
•	 Regular cleaning prevents decomposition  
	 and foul odors
•	 Clean every 2 – 4 weeks during the season
•	 Mandatory before and after the winter break

•	 Entire system: siphons, pipes, fittings
•	 Specialized camping cleaners (dissolve grease  
	 and biofilm, gentle on seals)
•	 Allow 30 – 45 minutes of active work + processing time

Checklist
Cleaning the wastewater tank in a motorhome

Wherever you cook, wash dishes, or take a shower, gray water collects in the wastewater tank. 
With the right cleaning routine, your camper will stay odor-free and hygienic.

Preparation
	 Use official disposal stations (gas stations, supermarkets, campgrounds, and RV parks)
	 Turn off the hot water heater
	 Have gloves and a hose ready
	 Is the cleaner suitable for plastic tanks and rubber seals?

Step-by-Step Instructions
	 Completely drain the system (drain valve, usually on the rear axle)
	 Mix the cleaning solution according to the manufacturer’s instructions
	 Fill the system via the tank and drains (kitchen, bathroom, shower)
	 Clean the level sensors with a soft cloth
	 Let it sit for 4 – 6 hours (overnight for heavy soiling)
	 Optional cleaning drive (turns and braking)
	 Drain and rinse several times with clean water

Pro tip: Ensure a minimum slope of 2 % toward the drain (approx. 2 cm per meter) – 
Use shims and a level app.

Duration
•	 Active working time: 30 – 45 min.
•	 Curing time: 4 – 6 hours
•	 Follow the time instructions on the product packaging

https://carado.com/de/en


Minimize odors and buildup in daily life
•	 Filter out solids: drain strainers,  
	 wipe down greasy dishes 
•	 Rinse thoroughly with hot water and  
	 dish soap once a week

•	 Always keep siphons filled with a little water
•	 Empty the tank more frequently in hot weather
•	 Leave the drain valve and openings open during breaks  
	 (to prevent drying out)

Reasons
•	 Odors caused by stagnant graywater
•	 Biofilm and grease on the inside walls of pipes
•	 Technical malfunctions caused by clogged level sensors

Frequency
•	 Regular use: every 2 – 4 weeks
•	 Occasional use: after every 2nd – 3rd trip
•	 Start of the season: Remove any residue from storage

•	 Before winter storage in the fall: Prevent the material  
	 from drying out completely

Choosing a cleaner
•	 Professional cleaners  
	 (surfactants / chlorine, dissolve grease and biofilm)
•	 Microbiological additives (bacterial cultures,  
	 neutralize odors)

•	 Home remedies: baking soda / citric acid  
	 (only cold / lukewarm, limited effectiveness)
•	 Not suitable: household cleaners, vinegar essence,  
	 drain cleaners

Note: Consult a specialist retailer; 
never mix cleaners.

Looking for more inspiration?
Discover more checklists and tips for your travels here.

Discover more

https://carado.com/de/en/magazine/checklists
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